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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR HILDA L. SOLIS December 8, 2020 

New State Emergency Funding for Project Room Key and Rehousing Efforts   
 
On November 16, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom announced $62 million in one-

time funds from the State’s Disaster Response Emergency Operations Account  to allow 

local Project Roomkey (PRK) operations to continue, to transition PRK participants to 

permanent housing, and for technical assistance local areas may need in these efforts.  

The goal of these funds is to ensure the safety of participants during the ongoing public 

health emergency and to increase the rate and speed of rehousing placements out of 

PRK sites.   

The total $62 million is being administered by the California Department of Social 

Services (CDSS) which is making $59.0 million available immediately to counties and 

tribes operating PRK sites for PRK operations and rehousing assistance.  The amount 

available to each county and tribe is proportionate to the number of occupied PRK rooms 

reported to CDSS from July 2020 through November 18, 2020.  Based on this 

methodology, Los Angeles County’s share of the $59.0 million is $18.6 million.  CDSS will 

use the remaining $3.0 million to provide targeted technical assistance which will be 



  

distributed at a future date.   

On November 24, 2020, the Director  of Public Social Services (DPSS) signed and 

submitted the required Welfare Directors Certification Form affirming Los Angeles County 

would accept its full share of the funding, and any additional funding to the extent other 

counties or tribes did not accept their full shares of this funding.  CDSS required County 

Welfare Directors to submit their signed certification forms by November 30, 2020. 

    Since the Governor announced this new funding, DPSS, the CEO Homeless 

Initiative, and the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) have been working 

closely to confirm how best to administer the County’s funding and maximize it in the 

context of current PRK ramp-down schedules and other local, State and Federal funding 

the County is using for these efforts.   

 

 I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors: 

1. Authorize the Director of the Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) to accept 

an allocation of $18,642,781 in one-time funding from the State’s Disaster Response 

Emergency Operations Account and any additional allocations from remaining State 

funding designated for this purpose. 

2. Approve CEO use of these funds for: (1) Project Room Key occupancy agreements 

and operations in 2021; and (2) rehousing PRK residents. 

3.  Direct the CEO to allocate $6.5 million of this funding to LAHSA and/or the City of 

Los Angeles based on Project Roomkey occupancy agreements executed by the 

City of Los Angeles. 



  

4.  Authorize the CEO to execute any agreements that are necessary to effectuate the 

utilization of this funding as described herein.     

5. Approve the attached appropriation adjustment to increase appropriation and revenue 

in the amount of $18,643,000 to the DPSS Administration Budget and to increase 

appropriation and intrafund transfer in the amount of $18,643,000 to the Homeless 

and Housing Program Budget.   
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